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Dear New Member,  
  

Welcome to New El Bethel Baptist Church! We are so glad that you are now a member of our faith family. 
My prayer is that as a church, we will help you find your ultimate satisfaction in Jesus, and that as you find 
your fulfillment in Him that you will, in turn, find ways to serve the church and help others follow Jesus. 
Please take time to carefully review this new member’s packet. It contains important information about our 
beliefs, church history, discipleship process, ministries, and purpose. It will help you become fully 
connected into the life of our church as you acclimate to our strategy of gathering, growing, and going. 
God bless you! I’m excited to see how God is going to work in your life. Please let me know if there’s any 
way I can serve you. 

 
Church (214) 946-3584 

Pastor’s Cell (469) 831-0317 
Pastor’s Email tbrown6567@gmail.com 

 
  

In Christ, 
  

Dr. Timothy Brown  
Pastor 
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New El Bethel Baptist Church 

Church History 
 

New El Bethel Baptist Church was organized in 1927 when a few faithful members determined in their 
conviction set forth on their Christian journey with the Lord.  The first meeting of the new congregation 
was held in the basement on Cliff and Ninth Street.  This faithful band of members determined in their 
efforts developed a plan and put that plan into execution.   
 
Rev. Dixon   was call as the first pastor of the new church body. The New El Bethel members pressed 
forward until economic struggles began to affect their progress forcing them to vacate the basement and 
move to a hall on Anthony Street.  Shortly after the move, Rev Dixon was relieved of his duties on earth 
and called home to be with God.    
Rev. B. B. Neal was called as pastor.  There were several additions to the church.  Rev. B. B. Neal along 
with  
his wife, Sister Elizabeth   Neal remained as pastor and first lady of New El Bethel for eight years before 
Rev. Neal accepted a pastoral position in Sherman, Texas.    
Rev. Kilgore was called to pastor for a short period of time before he was called from his 
earthly tabernacle to be at rest with the Lord.  In 1938. 
Rev. Haley James was called to Pastor for a short time for a larger congregation claimed his attention. The 
struggles were very hard for this small group of believer; but with great determination, made-up minds, 
and with God on their side they continued to press forward in the name of Jesus.   
Rev. M.C. Graves came to Pastor this small band of members.  Blessed things began to happen.  The 
membership grew and there were many substantial gains.  Rev. Graves and this band of believers were able 
to purchase an actual church building on Sparks Street. Four years later New El Bethel was able to burn 
their church note.  Rev. Graves resigned as Pastor.    
Rev. R. L. Johnson became Pastor.  Very little is known about the church history during this period.  
Rev. B. B. Neal returned as Pastor In 1948.   Reverend and Sister B.B. Neal worked diligently for the 
ongoing of God’s program and the New El Bethel Baptist Church.  The membership began to grow by 
leaps and bounds, and the church revived spiritually.  There were great times at the church.  God’s presence 
was felt in all meetings.  Our Motto was, “Welcome Where the Spirit Meets the Soul.’  With God’s watchful 
eye, Rev. Neal and this spiritually fed band of Christian followers began to plan for a new building.  In the 
late fifties, property was purchased on Mouser Street for a new sanctuary.  In 1960, the New El Bethel 
Baptist Church moved into its new edifice, located at 2023 Mouser Street.  This was a glorious day in 
the Lord.  The membership doubled at this time.   Reverend & Sister Neal pastured for 21 years before God 
called him home from his labors in February 1969.  
Rev. V. L. Warren a New El Bethel Associate Minister was called to Pastor in 1969. The membership 
continued to grow and the church continued to prosper.  In 1975, our church was struck by fire.  By serving 
a gracious God, all repairs were completed with enough funds to complete additional needed renovations 
in and around the church.  October 3rd, 1976 God blessed us to have another note burning celebration 
paying in full the church mortgage note.  The church purchased church transportation (Van) for members 
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who needed transportation to and from church.   A portable building was purchased and set in place to 
serve as a Fellowship Hall and extended space.  September 1995, property at 830 Bonnie View Road 
became available of which we purchased for future expansion.  In 2002 our church became a 501 C 3 entity 
and was incorporated with the State of Texas.  Bylaws were instituted and approved by the Internal Revenue 
Services.  September 1995, property (818 Bonnie View Road) was purchased near our present site on 
Bonnie View Road while the Jeff Lot located in West Dallas deeded to the church as a gift of which we 
held for many years that posed no added value to the church was sold.  February 1998, a groundbreaking 
ceremony was held preparing for the addition of a new educational wing / fellowship hall of which was 
completed August 9, 1998.   June 2002, a young professional basketball player, Bro Jeryl Sasser, the 
grandson of one of our long time members Sister Ruby Campbell came forth and donated a sizable amount 
of money ($75.000) to our church, of which we paid our wing note in full July, 2002.  To God we give the 
glory and a special thanks to Bro. Jeryl Sasser.   The year 2003 New El Bethel launched its first WEB site. 
On December 12, 2003, Rev. V. L. Warren went home to be with the Lord.  
Rev.  Fred Jackson, a native of New El Bethel was appointed by the Deacons and Trustees to take the 
rings of leadership of the church as interim Pastor December 2003; Pastor Jackson served New El Bethel 
for nine months.  We thank and praise God for Reverend Jackson and his contributions to New El Bethel 
Baptist Church. 
Dr. Timothy J. Brown, with a BA, Religion & Philosophy (Bishop College, 1986); Master of Theological 
Studies (M.T.S.) (Perkins School of Theology, SMU, 1988); M.Ed. (Stephen F. Austin State University, 
1996); Doctor of Ministry (Evangelism) (Perkins School of Theology, SMU, 2000 reported as the new 
pastor of New El Bethel Baptist Church November 13, 2004.  His first sermon as Pastor was entitled, “Pass 
the Salt,” his text was Matthew 5:13 that blessed our hearts as it started a new era in New El Bethel’s 
history.  Pastor Brown, Sis. Brown and the boys are a tremendous blessing to the church as he came to 
New El Bethel with a commitment to the spiritual growth and edification of God’s people.  Through Dr. 
Timothy Brown’s leadership and guidance and through the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the 
Church family was blessed to achieve the following accomplishments: 

• 2004 – The purchase of a new external sign.  Launched a Children’s Church Ministry, restructured the 
Youth Church by adding the Christian Youth Fellowship (CYF) and Fine Arts Ministry.  There were 
noticeable cosmetic changes throughout the church such as new carpet, cleaning of the pews etc.  New 
Member Orientation Classes instituted. Our records reflect as many as 62 who join and rededicated 
their lives to Christ.  

• 2005 – Many new ministries were added.  Our organizational structure was redesigned to dynamically 
enhance God’s presence in all of our worship services.  In fact, many new inspiring ministries such as 
the Roof-Top, Prison, Married Couples, Widows, Singles, Greeters, The Journey, and Paul & 
Timothy was established to aid and revitalize God’s people in their walk with God.  A new Vision 
Statement / Mission Statement were instituted - A Powerful Church - A Preaching Church - A Praying 
Church - A Praising Church - A Paying Church - A Church of Purpose / We exist to,” Exalt the Savior, 
Equip and Encourage the Saints.” 

• 2006 - “The Pentecost Experience” 8AM worship service was launched that relieved some of the 
crowdedness during the Mountain Top Experience 11AM.  Our services have been a blessing to all.   
Transportation was purchased for the travel comfort of our members.  The Membership continued to 
grow and church continued to prosper. 

• 2007 – The enhancement of NEB Outreach Ministries-food basket to needed families, clothing 
donation to the needed.  Supported the Katrina/Rita hurricane victims.  Provided Toys for the Christmas 
drive in the city of Dallas.  Submitted Scholarships to deserving students via our Scholarship Ministry.  
The adoption of South Haven Nursing Home with support to other seniors and underprivileged 
individuals in the community.  Acceptance into the Dallas Baptist Association and Baptist General 
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Convention. (BGCT) The establishment of the Feed 5000 Ministry. 
• 2008 – New Ministries added such as Member-to-Member, Evangelism Team, Noonday Prayer, 

Corporate Prayer & Individual Prayer, Nursing home visits.  All ministries are growing and pressing 
toward the mark of high calling of Jesus Christ.  

• 2009 – Evangelism Team functioning.  Connected members and friends through face book and  
You-Tube to allow Pastor’s sermons to be heard all over the world. 
 

• 2010 – The purchase of property at 1106 Diceman Street (7.351 acres) for future development.  Prison 
Ministry ministered to Men & Women at Lew Sterrett Jail.  Continuous church growth with positive 
spiritual awareness through Bible Study.  Development of Individual awareness by offering the 
congregation seminars on health, insurance, and personal financial issues. Received tax exemption on 
the Diceman Street property for 3 Year. 

• 2011 – New El Bethel expended 155 sq ft of the 830 Bonnie View Road property the city of Dallas for 
the beautification of the area.  Developed a Newsletter called New El Bethel Gazette.  Developed a 
Catch-The-Vision fund (CTV) and started a separate bank account for capturing all funds to be paid on 
the Diceman Street property.  

• 2012 – The replacement of the church external sign that was destroyed by a motorist.  The update and 
ratification of the church bylaws awaiting Internal Revenue‘s acceptance.  Our membership has 
continued to grow and prosper throughout the years.  As of December, 2012 Feed 5000+ has fed 26,363 
clients. 

• 2013 – New El Bethel Church in total collaboration and a finite trust in God had a glorious note burning 
celebration as early spring the Diceman Street property note was paid in full.  We have continued to 
trust God and great things are happening for this faith based band of members. 

• 2014 – New El Bethel is continuing to support our established Catch-The-Vision fund.  December we 
put into action plans fostered by Pastor Brown to develop a prayer garden/trail on the Diceman Street 
property where members,  friends, and neighbors can go to petition God in a pleasant environment with 
benches and signs with scriptures.  We executed our idea and God blessed it.  This Prayer Garden/Trail 
was submitted to Dallas Appraisal District and the City taxes were rescinded for three years as we wait 
for a mighty move from God to begin our building project.   

 
New El Bethel, our history is rich. We want to thank Father God first for without God we can do nothing 
but with God all things are possible.  We want to acknowledge our past, present and even our future 
members to come for inspiration and support for we all make one body and together we stand and divided 
we fall.   
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New El Bethel Baptist Church 
Church Ministries  

	
1. Activities Ministry instrumental in planning many of the major programs of the church. 

 
2. The Church School will be the basic organizations for the Bible teaching program. Its tasks will be to 

teach the biblical revelation, reach persons for Christ and church membership, perform the functions of 
the church within its constituency, provide and interpret information regarding the work of the church and 
denomination. The Church School will be organized by departments and/or classes, as appropriate for all 
ages and will be under the direction of the Superintendent. 

 
3. The Women’s Ministry mission education, mission action, and mission support ministries of the church 

will be an integral part of all church programs. The focus will be to teach. 
 

4.  The church Music Ministry, under the direction of the Minister of Music/Music Director will be the 
music training and presentation ministry for the purpose of promoting worship in the church. Its tasks will 
be to provide appropriate music for a worship services and outreach ministry of the church and to provide 
appropriate training in music. Each choir may have an elected president and other officers working under 
the directions of the Minister of Music /Music Director. 
 

5.  The Church Ushers, Greeters, and Nurses Guild Ministries, the Ushers shall be volunteers. The ushers 
are to greet people as they enter and leave the church; seat people at the proper time provide bulletins and 
other materials at the time of seating. The ushers will be attentive to the needs of the congregation and the 
pastor. 
 

6. Youth Ministry shall provide a Spiritual environment so our Youth can grow in the knowledge of the 
Lord, by means of Spiritual activities, teaching of the bible, and outside activities. 
 

7. Men’s / Brotherhood, There shall be a /Men’s Ministry/Brotherhood with such organization as needed. 
This Brotherhood program shall be directed by a president and shall meet weekly. The tasks are to teach 
missions and engage in mission actions. 
 

8. Prayer Ministry, The prayer ministry shall be organized and functional. Prayer meeting shall be held at 
designated times. 

 
9. Feed 5000+ organized to assist the Bereaved, Hungry and clothing for challenged associates.  

 
10. Security Team, in place to effectively to provide protection of the People and church facilities. 

 
11. Widows and Married Couples Ministries are support groups that provide livelihood and mentoring to 

its members with a focus on God’s Word. 
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12. Culinary and Hospitality Ministries provide planning for foo for special occasion and during funeral of 

members or members’ families. 
 

13. School of the Prophets, learning process for NEB preachers, preparing them to become pastors and to 
provide pastoral support to the members as determined by the Pastor. 
 

14. Leadership Council, consist of leaders of all the ministries in calibration with the Pastor, Deacons, 
Trustees, and Finance to make New El Bethel a mighty good place to go to heaven from. 
 

15. Roof Top-Prison Ministry, focus is placed on people in and out of prison.  As well as people with 
substance abuse issues.  This ministry is available to support and educate through the divine intervention 
of the word of God. 
 

16. Career Development Ministry maintains outreach our members and the neighborhood by fostering and 
distributing employment information, job fairs, GED information, etc.  
 

17. Member-to-Member, main focus is member relations.  Informing the membership of sickness and death 
among the fold as well as maintaining accuracy in member contact information. 
 

18. Scholarship Ministry caters to the graduate by providing scholarships and support to students who are 
going off to college.  Rewarding those students whom maintain the A/AB honor roll throughout the school 
year. 
 

19. Evangelism Team concentrates on bringing those who lost in sin to the realization that God can and will 
save them. 
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NEB Nuggets  
 

MISSION STATEMENT ~ 4E PURPOSE 
 
 

We exist to: 
 

EXALT the SAVIOR (Worship) 
EQUIP & ENCOURAGE the SAINTS (Discipleship & Fellowship) 
EVANGELIZE the SINNER (Mission & Evangelism) 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT – ACTS 2 CHURCH 
 
 
A Powerful Church 
A Preaching Church 
A Praying Church 
A Praising Church 
A Paying Church 
A Church with Purpose 

 
 
 

AN A.C.T.I.V.E. MEMBER 
 

Available 
Committed 

Teachable 

Involved 

Vision 

Evangelistic 
 

	

 



	
10	

Spiritual Gifts Inventory, Short Form 
A	method	to	help	you	discover	your	gifts.		Check	the	items	which	best	describe	you.	

1. _____ I prefer ministering by myself rather than in a group.  G 
2. _____ People often say I am impulsive and direct.     A 
3. _____ My financial resources are above average.     A 
4. _____ I like to counsel people on a short-term basis.     D 
5. _____ I am a task-oriented person.     G 
6. _____ I love directing other people’s work.     B 
7. _____ It’s natural for me to show kindness to people.     E 
8. _____ People learn easily from me.     C 
9. _____ I can be very persuasive.     F 
10. _____ More than 10 percent of my income goes for Christian causes.     A 
11. _____ People often follow my advice.     D 
12. _____ I normally use several books in lesson preparation.     C 
13. _____ I like to recruit and lead people.     B 
14. _____ One-on-one relationships are important to me.     E 
15. _____ I possess a variety of talents and abilities.    G 
16. _____ I want to measure everything by God’s Word.     F 
17. _____ Material possessions don’t mean much to me.     A 
18. _____ Discouraged people are encouraged by my words.     D 
19. _____ Being accurate and truthful are important to me.     C 
20. _____ I love the challenge of accomplishing an organization goal.     G 
21. _____ Other people’s spiritual welfare genuinely concerns me.     D 
22. _____ I usually make quick decisions.     F 
23. _____ I look for ways to help the unfortunate and downtrodden.     E 
24. _____ Criticism doesn’t bother me.     C 
25. _____ I often volunteer my time and talents to worthwhile causes.     G 
26. _____ I am usually self-confident.     B 
27. _____ I don’t expect repayment for favors I do for others.     E 
28. _____ I enjoy being responsible for the success of the group.     B 
29. _____ When a question about truth comes up, I am normally right.     F 
30. _____ Deadlines challenge me, and I usually meet them on time.     B  
31. _____ People in pain are comforted by my presence.     D 
 
Total your checks:  A _____, B _____, C_____, D _____, E _____, F _____, G _____ 

 
Recording a 3, 4, or 5 after a letter indicates a Spiritual Gift. 
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EXPLANATION 
For Short Spiritual Gifts Inventory 

 
A. GIVING 

You contribute material resources, and do God’s work with liberality and cheerfulness.  You contribute 
sacrificially, motivate others, and don’t shun pressure or publicity.  Romans 12:13 – “Share with God’s people.” 
 

B. ADMINISTRATION 
You lead and communicate in such a way that people work harmoniously to reach goals for God’s purpose.  You 
enjoy being a leader and can endure adverse reaction to get the job done.  You enjoy seeing tasks complete; are 
able to set guidelines, schedules, and policies; and can delegate to get the work done.  Romans 12:14 – “Bless 
those who persecute you.” 
 

C. TEACHING 
You communicate the truth with obvious results.  You believe your gift is foundational and work systematically 
and with accuracy.  Romans 12:11 – “Keep spiritual fervor.” 
 

D. EXHORTATION 
You minister by giving comfort, consolation, and encouragement so people feel helped and healed.  Problems are 
only challenges, and you are drawn to those seeking spiritual growth.  You can share personal failures to prompt 
others to talk.  Learning and teaching practical information is your desire.  Romans 12:12 – “Joyful, patient and 
faithful.” 

 
E. MERCY 

You feel compassion for those who are suffering and perform deeds to reflect God’s love.  You are naturally drawn 
to hurting people, sensitive, giving, loving and desire healing.  Romans 12:15-16 – “Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, mourn with mourners, live in harmony.” 

 
F. PROPHECY 

The goal of those who have the gift of prophecy is to bring persons face to face with God.  You discern, reveal 
motives and actions, have strong convictions and a need to express them.  Impulsive, direct, and persuasive, you 
normally are a strong person.  Romans 12:9 – “Love must be sincere, hate evil, cling to good.” 

 
G. SERVING 

You identify and meet the needs of others using personal as well as other resources.  You see needs and enjoy 
responding.  You work best short-term and alone (do it now and quickly).  You possess endurance and stamina and 
have a tendency to do too much.  Romans 12:10 – “Be devoted, honor one another.”  

 
(Used with permission from Easum, Bandy, & Associates, Inc. (www.easumbandy.com).  Inventory can be found in 
workbook: Discovering Our Place in God’s World and in Development of Church Officers in the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church by Chris Joiner) 
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Weekly Schedule of Events  
  
 

Sunday Services  
Morning Service 8:00 am  
Worship Service (Mountain Top Experience) 11:00am  

 
Sunday School—9:30am  

 
Wednesday  

 
Mid-day Bible Study  
Bible Study—7:00pm  

 
Men Choir  
Choir Practice  
ETC	
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Dear New Member, 
 
  

I want to take this opportunity to say welcome to the NEB New Member Orientation Class. We are so 
excited that you have made the commitment to follow Jesus Christ with us as we walk through our lesson 
together. Our goal is designed to make sure that all New Members are led according to the Holy Spirit. 
During these lessons we ask that you pray and ask the Lord your Spiritual Gifts so that you can transition 
into many of our awesome ministries here at NEB.  

 
Our reading will come from the book, “I Am A Church Member” by Thom D. Rainer. The lesson will 
consist of a 3-week course beginning at 08:00 am on Sunday morning. The class will last about an hour. 
 
As we dialogue together we are looking to see how we all can be a better member and to do our part as the 
Lord has mandated. 
 
I’m so excited for you and I’ll keep praying God’s blessing upon you. 

 
 

In Christ, 
 
  
Rev. Michael D. Sterrett 
New Member Facilitator  

    
 
 

Letter From The Facilitator 
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The purpose of this assessment is to measure what you know from your 
study.  You can use any part of the Orientation Packet to assist you with this 
assessment.  Please copy or scan your test to me for a grade at 
tbrown6567@gmail.com  Thanks. 
 

Directions:  Read each statement, and place a check by the correct answer. 
 

1. New El Bethel was established in… 
o 1899 
o 1926 
o 1927 
o 2012 

2. The pastor of NEB in 1948 was… 
o Dr. Tim Brown 
o Rev. B.B. Neal 
o Rev. Fred Jackson 
o Rev. V.L. Warren 

3. The pastor of NEB in 1969 was… 
o Dr. Tim Brown 
o Rev. B.B. Neal 
o Rev. Fred Jackson 
o Rev. V.L. Warren 

4. The pastor of NEB in 2004 was/still is… 
o Dr. Tim Brown 
o Rev. B.B. Neal 
o Rev. Fred Jackson 
o Rev. V.L. Warren 

Orientation Test 



	
24	

5. A person is saved by… 
o Baptism 
o Joining church 
o Accepting Jesus Christ as their personal Savior 
o Singing in the choir 

 
Directions: As a member of NEB, you have responsibilities that we have 
mirrored from Thom Rainer’s book, I Am A Church Member.  Fill in the 
blanks below.   
 

1. I will be a ____________________ church member. 
2. I will not let my church be about ________________ and 

_______________. 
3. I will be a _______________ church member. 
4. I will __________ for my church ______________. 
5. I will __________ my __________ to be _____________ church 

members. 
6. I will ______________ church membership as a __________. 

 
Directions:  Answer the following questions. 
 

1. What is the Mission Statement of NEB?  Please write it. 
2. What is the Vision Statement of NEB?  Please write it. 
3. What does the acronym A.C.T.I.V.E. stand for?  Please write it. 
4. What is your spiritual gift?  (Name only one.) 


